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arouse combat. The combative impulse seeks primarily to get
rid of such an obstruction; and it is only when this is unsuc-
cessful that destruction is aimed at.
(iii) Curiosity, like combat, becomes active in connexion
with other instincts. When an object or situation resembles
one that would invoke the activity of another instinct, but is
not apprehended sufficiently clearly to do so, the instinct of
curiosity is unlocked. Its impulse is to seek fuller apprehension
and more complete knowledge of such an object or situation;
this it does by urging its possessor to approach and examine the
object or situation. We sec it clearly in the behaviour of a cat,
who, on perceiving a small, moving object resembling the
mouse which would awaken its food-seeking impulse, ap-
proaches it and paws it, so becoming acquainted with its
characters.
(iv) Food-seeking, says McDougall, "was presumably the
first tendency to be differentiated from the primal purposive
energy or Han vital." It is clearly the first requirement of self-
preservation. It is aroused into activity by the sight or smell
of food, and also by a certain state 01" the digestive organs.
Thus we have here an impulse which has reference not only
to outside objects, but also to bodily states; using Drevcr's
useful terms, we may say that it is 'appetitive* as well jas
'reactive.' The specific impulse is, of course, to seek food
and to devour it.
(v) Repulsion is, perhaps, the simplest of all the instincts.
The most primitive key to it is the presence of something nasty
in the mouth, and its most primitive response is the ejection of
the offending article. But, clearly, in man this impulse shows
itself in many more lofty ways: it can be refined to a disgust
of cruelty, lying, and all forms of wickedness.1
*s (vi) The instinct of escape is unlocked by a variety of keys,
but of these perhaps the most important is a loud and sudden
noise. Others are a sudden movement of a large object, the
1 The continuity of the primitive and elevated forma of this instinct is well
illustrated in the vigorous language of the Authorized Version : " Because
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth."